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B-3219 - B-3223 1845-1858 
4-46 E. Hamburg St. (North side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

The long rows of two story plus attic, two bay wide brick houses with gable 
roofs built along this side of Hamburg St. by John S. Gittings in the 1840's and 
1850's, are typical of the type of working class housing built in large numbers 
in this section of Federal Hill in this period. The houses were generally rented 
to a variety of tenants. Many of these houses have recently been renovated or 
are in the process of being renovated. 36 E. Hamburg St. is the one exception 
in the group, being only a two story, gable-roofed house. It was built, however, 
in the same period. 
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This group of two story plus attic brick houses with gable roofs were built 
as a unit in the late 1840's by the same builder who constructed the adjoining rows 
on E. Hamburg St. and the rows on Wheeling St. immediately to the rear of 
this row. Most of the units have been covered with formstone but some are in the 
process of being restored. 

The houses are two and a half stories in height, just over 12 1/2' wide, and 
occupy lots ranging from 52 1/2' deep to 54' deep. The houses are two rooms deep 
and were originally built with one story high, two bay deep kitchen additions. 
These remain on some of the houses, have been replaced with modern structures on 
others, and are gone on still others. The houses are constructed in common bond. 
As of this writing 22 and 26 E. Hamburg are covered with formstone. The low-
pitched gable roof has a continuous two-tier brick cornice extending across the 
entire facade. Each house has a double rectangular chimney located along both 
its front and rear gable. The chimneys at 18 E. Hamburg are located along the 
western side of the house. 20-22 E. Hamburg and 24-26 E. Hamburg share paired, 
centrally located chimneys. The rear additions do not currently have chimneys. 
Each pair of houses shares a flat-roofed alleyway (18-20, and 22-24). 

The original flat wood lintels and sills for the door and window openings 
of the first and second floors can still be seen at 18, 20, and 24 E. Hamburg. 
The attic floor windows have no lintels but do have wood sills. The formstone 
covering at 22 and 26 E. Hamburg hides the original lintels. The window openings 
on all of the houses except for 20 E. Hamburg are filled with 1/1 double hung sash. 
At 20 E. Hamburg the first and second floor windows are filled with unusual 3/1 
double hung sash, the upper three lights being arranged vertically. The attic 
story windows are filled with 1/1 sash. The houses have a mixed array of door 
types, though all have a narrow, rectangular single light transom. 18, 20, and 
22 E. Hamburg all have late glass and panel doors; 24 E. Hamburg has a late 
Victorian six panel door; and 26 E. Hamburg has a modern flush door. The houses 
sit on fairly low basements, the entrances being reached by three stone or brick 
steps, as the case may be. Each house has a square-shaped coal opening located > 
beneath the first floor window. 
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